
Annual Return (AR30) form
Society Name: The George Community Pub (Wickham Market) Limited

Society Num: 7462 CBS

An Annual Return must be completed by all societies registered under the Co-operative and Community
Benefit Societies Act 2014 (‘the Act’) (including any societies previously registered under the Industrial and
Provident Societies Act 1965). The Annual Return must include: 

• this form;
• a set of the society’s accounts; and
• where required, an audit report or report on the accounts. 

A society must submit the Annual Return within 7 months of the end of the society’s financial year. Failure to
submit on time is a prosecutable offence. 

Please note that this form, including any details provided on the form, will be made available to the public
through the Mutuals Public Register. 

For guidance on our registration function for societies, which includes guidance on the requirement to submit
an Annual Return, please see here

2.1 What date did the financial year covered by these accounts end?

31/12/2018

3.1 Please provide the names of the people who were directors of the society during the
financial year this return covers.

Some societies use the term ‘committee member’ or ‘trustee’ instead of ‘director’. For ease of reference,
we use ‘director’ throughout this form.

Name of Director Month of Birth Year of Birth

Anthony Franklin Jan 1944

William Wolff-Evans Sep 1954

Michael Cooper Apr 1957

Penelope Bird Sep 1946

Richard Fordham Jun 1962

George Hering Nov 1949

Susan Hering Jul 1950

Raymond Lewis Oct 1945

https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/finalised-guidance/fg15-12.pdf


Robin Nielsen Sep 1959

Colin Owens Jan 1947

Stephen Leach Nov 1947

3.2 All directors must be 16 or older. Please confirm this is this case:

All directors are aged 16 or over

3.3 Societies are within the scope of the Company Director Disqualification Act 1986
(CDDA). Please confirm that no director is disqualified under that Act:

No director is disqualified

3.4 Please state any close links which any of the directors has with any society, company or
authority.

‘Close links’ includes any directorships or senior positions held by directors of the society in other
organisations.

George Hering, Director, Ibis Marketing Limited, Inspirations (Wickham Market) CIC, The Wickham Market 
Partnership
Susan Hering, Company Secretary, Ibis Marketing Limited
Robin Nielsen, Archaeological and Heritage Consultant (Robin Nielsen Archaeological Consulting – Sole 
Trader). Wren Cottage, Wickham Market  - holiday letting (co-owner), Tea Pot Tea Room, Wickham Market – 
café (co-owner)
Colin Owens, Director, Inspirations (Wickham Market), CIC,  Trustee, Wickham Market Partnership 
Willian Wolff-Evens, Director, Wolff Evans & Sons Ltd
Stepen Leach, Director BENINGTON DOOR SMS LIMITED (08811002), Director BENINGTON DOOR SMS 
LIMITED (08811002), Director MARGARY & MILLER LIMITED (08651681), Secretary TIER ONE CLOTHING 
LIMITED (06917105), Director BENINGTON PARK FARM LIMITED (00743793)

3.5 Please provide the name of the person who was secretary at the end of the financial year
this return covers.

Societies must have a secretary

Name of Secretary Month of Birth Year of Birth

Anthony Franklin Jan 1944

4.1 Please confirm that:

accounts are being submitted with this form

the accounts comply with relevant statutory and accounting requirements

the accounts are signed by two members and the secretary (3 signatures in total)



4.2 Based on the accounts, please provide the information requested below for the financial
year covered by this return.

Number of members 325

Turnover 7031

Assets 122621

Number of Employees 0

Share Capital 128250

Highest rate of interest paid
on shares

0

4.3 What Standard Industrial Classification code best describes the society’s main business?

Where more than one code applies, please select the code that you feel best describes the society’s main
business activity. You will find a full list of codes here

SIC Code Public houses and bars (56302) *

Societies are required to appoint an auditor to audited unless they are small or have disapplied this
requirement. For further guidance see chapter 7 of our guidance:
https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/finalised-guidance/fg15-12.pdf

5.1 Please select the audit option the society has complied with:

Full Professional Audit

Auditor’s report on the accounts

Lay Audit

No audit

5.2 Please confirm the audit option used by the society is compliant with the society’s own
rules and the Act

We have complied with the audit requirements

5.3 Please confirm any audit report (where required) is being submitted with this Annual
Return

Yes

Not applicable

http://resources.companieshouse.gov.uk/sic/
https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/finalised-guidance/fg15-12.pdf


5.4 Is this society accepted by HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) as a charity for tax
purposes?

Yes

No

5.5 If the society is registered with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)
please provide your OSCR registration number.

Registered

Not applicable

5.6 Is the society a housing association?

No

Yes

6.1 Is the society a subsidiary of another society?

Yes

No

6.2 Does the society have one or more subsidiaries?

(As defined in sections 100 and 101 of the Act)

Yes

No

All societies are registered meeting one of two conditions for registration. These are that the society is
either:

• a bona fide co-operative society (‘co-operative society’); or
• are conducting business for the benefit of the community (‘community benefit society’). 

Your society is registered meeting the condition for registration that it is conducting its business for the
benefit of the community. 
For further information on the condition for registration, please see chapter 5 of our guidance here. 

Community benefit societies must answer the following questions in relation to the financial year covered by
this return.

https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/finalised-guidance/fg15-12.pdf


7B.1 What is the business of the society?

For example, did you provide social housing, run an amateur sports club etc.

Society’s business will in the future be to own and operate a community pub in Wickham Market. Having 
raised the funds sufficient to finance the acquisition of the severely fire damaged George Public House, the 
Society business plan is now to restore it to use as a viable community pub and Social Enterprise offering 
services, facilities and opportunities for the community benefit. This plan will allow individuals in the 
community to have a democratic stake in a key enterprise and will engage in other village activities with a 
view to re-investing any surplus for the benefit of the Social Enterprise, the community and stakeholders.

7B.2 Please describe the benefits to the community the society delivered?

Here we are looking to see what the benefits to the community were. Community can be said to be the
community at large. For example, did you relieve poverty or homelessness through the provision of social
housing.

The Society purchased the freehold of the George Public House for the future benefit of the community. In 
doing so the Society has saved a heritage asset. The reconstruction costs are relatively large but because 
of the listed status and condition of the building the Society has access to grants for use in its restoration 
without the need for their recovery and which are not available to individuals or commercial organisations, 
and thereby raising the potential of a long term viable business plan.  In particular, because of the heritage 
issues, it puts restoration of the building clearly within the criteria for heritage lottery grants. The pub will 
in the future draw custom from and serve Wickham Market residents, circa 2,300 people, and surrounding 
settlement, plus many visitors to the area which benefits from local attractions. As a community pub it will 
not only serve food and drinks but also have sufficient dedicated space for social activities and 
engagement.

7B.3 Please describe how the society’s business delivered these benefits?

The business of the society must be conducted for the benefit of the community. Please describe how the
society’s business (as described in answer to question 7B.1) provided benefit to the community.

In May 2018 the Society launched a community share offer which raised £128,250 in community share 
subscriptions from 325 individuals. £40,000 of the funds raised have been used to purchase the George 
Public House for the future benefit of the community.

7B.4 Did the society work with a specific community, and if so, please describe it here?

For instance, were the society’s activities confined to a specific location; or to a specific group of people?
Please note that in serving the needs of any defined community, the society should not inhibit the benefit
to the community at large.

The Society works with and for the Wickham Market and surrounding village communities.



7B.5 What did the society do with any surplus or profit?

For instance, did you pay a dividend to members (and if so, on what basis); did money get reinvested in
the business; put into reserves; used for some other purpose?

In 2018 the Society made a deficit amnd no dividend was paid to members. The Society’s funds have been 
used in part to fund the acquisition of the George Public House and in the running costs of the Society, the 
remainder, some £80,000, has been set aside to help fund the rebuilding of the George Public House.

7B.6 Please state any significant commercial arrangements that the society has, or had, with
any other organisation that could create, or be perceived as creating, a conflict of interest.

Please tell us how you ensured that any such conflict of interest did not prevent the society from acting
for the benefit of the community.

No commercial arrangements made with other organisations.
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