
Annual Return (AR30) form
Society Name: Co-cars Limited

Society Num: 31432 R

An Annual Return must be completed by all societies registered under the Co-operative and

Community Benefit Societies Act 2014 (‘the Act’) (including any societies previously registered

under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act 1965). The Annual Return must include: 

• this form;

• a set of the society’s accounts; and

• where required, an audit report or report on the accounts. 

A society must submit the Annual Return within 7 months of the end of the society’s financial

year. Failure to submit on time is a prosecutable offence. 

Please note that this form, including any details provided on the form, will be made available to

the public through the Mutuals Public Register. 

For guidance on our registration function for societies, which includes guidance on the

requirement to submit an Annual Return, please see here

2.1 What date did the financial year covered by these accounts end?

31/03/2021

3.1 Please provide the names of the people who were directors of the society during the

financial year this return covers.

Some societies use the term ‘committee member’ or ‘trustee’ instead of ‘director’. For ease of

reference, we use ‘director’ throughout this form.

Name of Director Month of Birth Year of Birth

Mark Hodgson May 1965

Ellen Rodger Oct 1984

Samantha Peters Jun 1966

https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/finalised-guidance/fg15-12.pdf


Desmond Hannon Jul 1965

Jennifer Ryding Pescod May 1981

Justin Butt Mar 1987

Stewart Noakes Apr 1973

Dan Evans Dec 1975

3.2 All directors must be 16 or older. Please confirm this is this case:

All directors are aged 16 or over

3.3 Societies are within the scope of the Company Director Disqualification Act 1986

(CDDA). Please confirm that no director is disqualified under that Act:

No director is disqualified

3.4 Please state any close links which any of the directors has with any society, company or

authority.

‘Close links’ includes any directorships or senior positions held by directors of the society in

other organisations.

Mark Hodgson: Director of QSA Partners

Jennifer Ryding: Employee of Devon County Council (Local Authority)

Ian Martin: Non-executive director of ExeAccess, Exeter’s mobility charity and member of 

Labour and Co-operative parties

Stewart Noakes:

1. Director Exeter Management Consulting Limited

2. Director Canopy LDA (Portugal)

3. Director Bladeinsight SA (Portugal)

4. Director Damia Group 

5. Independent Trustee Damia Employee Ownership Trust

6. Member Cornerstone Multi academy Trust 

7. Governor Exeter College

8. Strategic Advisor United Lisbon International School

9. Strategic Advisor HiYield Digital Agency

10. Strategic Advisor Sestini and Co (Tax Accountants)

11. Lecturer Falmouth University 

12. Entrepreneur in Residence at SetSquared Bristol (Bristol University)



3.5 Please provide the name of the person who was secretary at the end of the financial

year this return covers.

Societies must have a secretary

Name of Secretary Month of Birth Year of Birth

Stephen Williams Oct 1954

4.1 Please confirm that:

accounts are being submitted with this form

the accounts comply with relevant statutory and accounting requirements

the accounts are signed by two members and the secretary (3 signatures in total)

4.2 Based on the accounts, please provide the information requested below for the financial

year covered by this return.

Number of members 309

Turnover 224,917

Assets 1,115,885

Number of Employees 26

Share Capital 666,669

Highest rate of interest
paid on shares

5

4.3 What Standard Industrial Classification code best describes the society’s main business?

Where more than one code applies, please select the code that you feel best describes the

society’s main business activity. You will find a full list of codes here

SIC Code Renting and leasing of recreational and sports
goods (77210)

*

http://resources.companieshouse.gov.uk/sic/


Societies are required to appoint an auditor to audited unless they are small or have disapplied

this requirement. For further guidance see chapter 7 of our guidance:

https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/finalised-guidance/fg15-12.pdf

5.1 Please select the audit option the society has complied with:

Full Professional Audit

Auditor’s report on the accounts

Lay Audit

No audit

5.2 Please confirm the audit option used by the society is compliant with the society’s own

rules and the Act

We have complied with the audit requirements

5.3 Please confirm any audit report (where required) is being submitted with this Annual

Return

Yes

Not applicable

5.4 Is this society accepted by HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) as a charity for tax

purposes?

Yes

No

5.5 If the society is registered with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)

please provide your OSCR registration number.

Registered

Not applicable

5.6 Is the society a housing association?

No

Yes

6.1 Is the society a subsidiary of another society?

Yes

https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/finalised-guidance/fg15-12.pdf


No

6.2 Does the society have one or more subsidiaries?

(As defined in sections 100 and 101 of the Act)

Yes

No

6.3 If the society has subsidiaries, please provide the names of them below

(or attach an additional sheet)

Reg
Number

Name

10797459 Co Delivery Ltd

6.4 Please provide below (or on a separate sheet) the names of subsidiaries not dealt with in

group accounts (if any) and reasons for exclusions:

(the society must have written authority from us to exclude a subsidiary from group

accounts)

Reg
Number

Name Reason for Exclusion

10797459 Co Delivery Ltd It would involve expense or delay out of 

proportion to the value to those members

All societies are registered meeting one of two conditions for registration. These are that the

society is either:

• a bona fide co-operative society (‘co-operative society’); or 

• are conducting business for the benefit of the community (‘community benefit society’). 

You must answer the questions set out in in the next section of this form, depending on which

condition for registration you meet.

If you are not sure which condition for registration applies to the society please see chapters 4

and 5 of our guidance here.

https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/finalised-guidance/fg15-12.pdf


7.1 Condition for Registration

Co-operative society

Community Benefits society

Community benefit societies must answer the following questions in relation to the financial

year covered by this return.

7B.1 What is the business of the society?

For example, did you provide social housing, run an amateur sports club etc.

Provision of shared transportation services; a car club and shared

electric bicycles

7B.2 Please describe the benefits to the community the society delivered?

Here we are looking to see what the benefits to the community were. Community can be

said to be the community at large. For example, did you relieve poverty or homelessness

through the provision of social housing.

Co-Cars aims to encourage changes in people’s behaviour in their

use of transport and with regard to climate change, to enable transport to contribute towards 

improved physical and mental health, to reduce car usage and

congestion, and to increase usage of more sustainable forms of

transport to reduce the contribution and impact of

transport

7B.3 Please describe how the society’s business delivered these benefits?

The business of the society must be conducted for the benefit of the community. Please

describe how the society’s business (as described in answer to question 7B.1) provided

benefit to the community.



Reducing congestion and air pollution by providing access to shared

car and bike assets. Providing affordable transport options to help

reduce transport poverty and social isolation and increase access to

education and employment. Encouraging positive behavioural

changes by fostering a ‘car last’ attitude and associated increase in

walking, cycling and public transport use. Proven physical and

mental wellbeing through exercise using our bike share schemes

and reducing the particulates in the polluted air. Supporting

economic vibrancy by releasing land previously allocated to

transport infrastructure for re-development into employment and

living spaces. Regenerating local neighbourhoods through creating

shared mobility hubs.

7B.4 Did the society work with a specific community, and if so, please describe it here?

For instance, were the society’s activities confined to a specific location; or to a specific group

of people? Please note that in serving the needs of any defined community, the society

should not inhibit the benefit to the community at large.

Co-cars has 2,000 customers across the South West. The majority

of cars are in Exeter with others located in Plymouth, Falmouth, Truro and Salisbury. All can 

be accessed by customers living anywhere. The network of bikes is

located in Exeter and Falmouth. Co-cars services are open to residents and

businesses. Insurance limits this to: cars – licensed drivers aged 21

to 75 and: bikes – anyone aged 16 or more

7B.5 What did the society do with any surplus or profit?

For instance, did you pay a dividend to members (and if so, on what basis); did money get

reinvested in the business; put into reserves; used for some other purpose?

All surplus is re-invested in the business to cover running costs,

maintain suitable operating reserves and grow the business.

7B.6 Please state any significant commercial arrangements that the society has, or had, with

any other organisation that could create, or be perceived as creating, a conflict of interest.

Please tell us how you ensured that any such conflict of interest did not prevent the society

from acting for the benefit of the community.

None
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